PAX Policy Brief | Nuclear Ban Treaty

Introduction
The ban treaty is the next big thing in multilateral nuclear disarmament. It is a chance for governments that
support the rule of law, that believe in the power of multilateral institutions, and that believe rules matter, to
engage in negotiations to uphold those beliefs. On 27 March, negotiations will start on a new treaty making
nuclear weapons illegal. There is no treaty text on the table, though discussions have already brought up a
number of ideas about what should be prohibited. Negotiations might cover a few different areas for
prohibition that could be summed up as making, getting, having and using nuclear weapons.
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See “Under my umbrella” by the International Law
and Policy Institute, http://nwp.ilpi.org/?p=5380
2 Report of the Open-ended Working Group taking
forward multilateral nuclear disarmament
negotiations, A/71/371, https://documents-dds1

In taking forward negotiations different approaches
will “vary in their applicability to all States, nucleararmed States, non-nuclear-armed States and other
States that continue to maintain a role for nuclear
weapons in their security doctrines.”3 We will look at
the potential impacts of the elements that might be
included in a nuclear weapons ban treaty from the
perspective of these “other” nuclear reliant states.
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/276/39/PDF/N16
27639.pdf?OpenElement
3 Ibid, p 12
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